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Syphilis is a sexually transmitted infection (STI) caused by a bacterium. It can be spread by vaginal,
anal, or oral sex without a condom or latex/polyurethane barrier.

The disease has several phases. While it can be asymptomatic (cause no symptoms), people who have
symptoms and primary syphilis (early disease) may have pain-free open sores, called chancres, in the
genital or anal area or around the mouth. The sores usually heal on their own within three to six weeks.
People with secondary syphilis (a later stage of the disease) often have a rash and/or hair loss.

If left untreated, syphilis can proceed to the latent stage during which it may have no visible symptoms
but can cause damage to the heart, brain, eyes, ears, and other organs. After many years, it can
progress to neurosyphilis (syphilis in the brain or spinal cord) and result in dementia or strokes.Syphilis
can be successfully treated with antibiotics. People who are pregnant can pass syphilis to their
babies during pregnancy and childbirth, so it is important that pregnant people get tested for syphilis.

If you test positive and are treated, it is important that your partner receive treatment in order to prevent
reinfection.

View our full fact sheet on Sexually Transmitted Infections or Diseases (STIs or STDs)

 Additional Resources

Select the links below for additional material related to syphilis.
Syphilis Symptoms & Treatment (Be in the Know, by AVERT)
Syphilis – CDC Basic Fact Sheet (US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention)
Syphilis (US Office on Women's Health)
What Is Syphilis? (Planned Parenthood)
Syphilis (National Health Service, UK)
Syphilis (Mayo Clinic)
Syphilis (Nemours TeensHealth)
Syphilis (Cleveland Clinic)
Syphilis: Fast Facts (American Sexual Health Association)
Syphilis (World Health Organization)
Syphilis (aidsmap)
Can You Have Syphilis and HIV at the Same Time? (TheBody.com)
Syphilis (CATIE, Canada)
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https://www.avert.org/sex-stis/sexually-transmitted-infections/syphilis
https://www.cdc.gov/std/syphilis/stdfact-syphilis.htm
https://www.womenshealth.gov/a-z-topics/syphilis
https://www.plannedparenthood.org/learn/stds-hiv-safer-sex/syphilis
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/syphilis/
https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/syphilis/symptoms-causes/syc-20351756
https://kidshealth.org/en/teens/std-syphilis.html
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/diseases/4622-syphilis
https://www.ashasexualhealth.org/syphilis/
https://www.who.int/health-topics/syphilis#tab=tab_1
https://www.aidsmap.com/about-hiv/syphilis
https://www.thebody.com/article/syphilis-and-hiv
https://www.catie.ca/syphilis-0
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